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the national problems in Austria-Hungary, as in other countries
of the world, was that in mixed territories the nationality which
was the strongest was never prepared to be satisfied with a position
of real equality in regard to the minority. Any nationality having
attained a certain level of civilization and political development
claimed the right to a ruling position in its national territory
and to domination over the minorities. In Austria, moreover,
the aggressive and oppressive tendencies of the nationalists were
furthered by the wide scope of territorial and local autonomy
which everywhere enabled the nationality which dominated the
diet or town council to abuse its power for discriminating against
the others. The Crown often vetoed, and the central govetn-
ment and the supreme administrative Court often cancelled,
measures of local bodies offensive to another nationality. This
policy of protecting minorities, of course, aroused the anger of
the nationalists of all nations and the Austrian Government was
as much accused by the Germans as by the Slavs of helping
their enemies.
After having satisfied the Magyars and the Poles the Emperor
tried to win the Czechs too by offering them in 1871 a wide
autonomy. This scheme was accepted by the Czech leaders and
hailed as fulfilling their national aspirations. But it aroused the
violent resistance of the Germans, who feared that the Czechs
would use their power to their detriment, and the Magyars
supported the Germans. As these two nationalities together
were more than three times as numerous as the Czechs, the
Emperor had to drop his scheme, but soon resumed his policy
in another form. In 1879 Count Taaffe was appointed Prime
Minister and formed a government in which some of the most
important posts were held by Polish and Czech ministers and
which was supported by all the Slavs and the small party of
German Conservatives, while the great majority of the Germans
formed the opposition. This government lasted fourteen years.
It brought the Slavs substantial national advantages, enhanced
their political and economic power and greatly furthered their
progress towards real equality.
This long reign of a government, backed by the Slavs and
constantly enlarging their rights, aroused bitter resentment
among the Germans. A Pan-German movement developed
which violently accused the Government of striving to. make
Austria a Slav state and made propaganda for the annexation
of Austria by Germany. The extension of the franchise to the
lower middle class furthered the growth of a demagogic national-